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Introduction to MSI Package Builder

EM CO M SI Package Builder is a gleaming addition to a Network Administrator's toolkit. It allows you to create
custom ingtallation MSI packages according to your requirements within a few minutes avoiding any complex
scripting All you need to know is the details on the installation that you want to bundle in a package.

EM CO M SI Package Builder provides a project based interface that makes it easy for you to manage different
MSI installation projects and allows you to capture the existing installation file actions and build your customized
installation based onit.

Below s the list the benefits that you get from this small yet very useful utility:
Very smple and easy to use interface
Visually create MSI installations
Create new installations or update existing M S| packages
Capture data from existing packages
Add files and folders to your installations
Create directories where required
Easy navigation for registry and file systemitems
Add and Update registry keys
Easlly manage your M S| projects
Do you think your tool kit is complete without this tool?
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Main Features of EMCO MSI Package Builder

Simple interface - EM CO M Sl Package Builder comes up with a very simple and easy to use interface that
allows you to get started within a few minutes. Y ou just need to be familiar with basic windows applications.

Visually create M Sl installations — EM CO M Sl Package Builder gives you a probability to create your
custom M S| ingtallation files visually with just a few mouse clicks - no programming or scripting experience is
required.

Create new installations or update existing M SI packages — You can create new MSI installations using
EM CO M SI Package Builder or you can update existing M S| installations and customize them according to
your needs.

Capture data from existing packages — EM CO M Sl Package Builder alows you to capture data from an
existing M Sl file. So now you can capture data from an aready created MSI file and use it in your new MSI
files.

Add files to your installations — EM CO M S| Package Builder alows you to easly add files to your MSI
installations. All you have to do is locate the files that you want to add to your new M S| installation.

Add folders to your installations — Y ou can now easily add folders to your MSI installations in EM CO M SI
Package Builder, just locate the directories that you want to add to your MIS installation and it will be added
to your new installation.

Create directories where required — EM CO M S| Package Builder allows you to easily create directories
and sub directories where required.

Easy navigation for registry and file system items — EM CO M Sl Package Builder comes up with an
easy navigation system that makes the whole process of M S| creation more logical and simple.

Add registry keys — You can easlly add registry keys and their values for your M S| installations.

Update registry keys — You can easly update the already added registry keys in EM CO M SI Package
Builder.

Easily manage your M Sl projects — EM CO M S| Packages Builder provides smple project management
that allows you to manage your M S| installation projects more efficiently. Each MSI installation you create is
treated as a separate project so that you get a more logical view.

EMCO MSI Package Builder System Requirements

The requirements to the system for normal operation of EM CO M SI Package Builder are listed below:

Operating system Microsoft Windows 2000, Windows XP, Windows 2003, Windows 2003 x64, Windows
Vista, Windows Vista x64, Microsoft Windows 2008, Microsoft Windows 2008 x64

1000 MHz processor
512 Mb of RAM (1024 Mb is recommended)
250 Mb of free space on hard disk
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Project Actions
4 Open Project

A Add New Project
A Rename Project

A Delete Project

4 Close Project

Open Project

To Open a project in EM CO M S| Package Builder perform the following steps:

1. 1. Click Open Project button located in the Projects Tree tool bar or select Open Project... menu item from the
Project Tree viewer context menu or under File application menu.

(%) EMCO MSI Package Builder Enterpri [EEEE )

File Edit Wew Project Installaton Monitoring Options Live Update Help

M5I Packages Creation in the Wink of an Eye [ﬁ

Use the Live Monitoring technology or intuitive visual editor to build professional M5 packages fast and easy.

AU Q| ¥ % 8

Projects Tree File System \kﬂegistry\l\Emrimnment Variables \I\Senn'ces \@\
G,ﬂdivel:‘mjeds r]'%' =g File System Actions ﬁ.%ﬁl}| @-|
Mame
| New Project... Ctrl+
||| OpenProject.. cti+0 |
Close All Projects
Decompile MSI Package... F8
@A Find. Cirl+F

4 m r
| Ready Clip Board: N
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2. Open Project dialog appears on the screen.
3. Select the project you want to open fromthe projects list.

(= . T— N, W— -
Open Project - u
-
Open Existing Projects ]:l .
Select the projects available from the project storage to be added to the Projects Tree. 'n |

Specify the projects you want to open.

Delete | Open || Cancel

L ey

4. Press Ok button.
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5. This will open the selected project.
5 ENICO M Package Builder En

File Edit Wew Project Installaton Monitoring Options Lwve Update Help

Ceny

- - - | )
MSI| Packages Creation in the Wink of an Eye w
Use the Live Monitoring technology or intuitive visual editor to build professional MS| packages fast and easy. ‘
AL|QU| ¥R 8 |
Projectz Tree File System \kﬁegistry\kEn\rironment Variables \kSem'ces \@\
aﬂcﬁverjeds I__I'Eﬂ" “e# File System Actions 2 %EB| @'|
= Nane
Ll T r
Ready Clip Board: N
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Add New Project

To add a new project in EM CO M S| Package Builder perform the following steps:
1. 1. Right click the Projects Tree viewer part and select New Project from the pop-up menu.

EMCO MSI Package Builder

File | Edit View Project Installation Monitoring Options Live Update Help
| New W[ eroject.. CHrl+n

Open Project... Ctrl+0 S| packages fast and easy.

sl

f=)

;.—_.- Environment Variables \I\Senn'ces \@\

Project Wizard Ctrl+w
Create MSI Package... F7
Decompile MSI Package... F& =NOrCut. ..

Ly O e I =
h

G
m

]
=]

=
5
[=]

Exit

BRal B-|(EE

Mame

L1

»

| Ready

Alternately you can also press Ctrl + N keys combination.

2. Create New Project dialog appears on the screen.
3. Type aproject name in the Name field.

Clip Board: M

-
Create New Project

Enter the project name
The project will be created with the specified name.

MName: Mew Project

L

4. Press Ok button.
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5. Thiswill create a new project and it will appear in the Projects Tree.

File Edit Wew Project Installaton Monitoring Options Lwve Update Help

- - - | )
MSI| Packages Creation in the Wink of an Eye w
Use the Live Monitoring technology or intuitive visual editor to build professional MS| packages fast and easy. ‘
AL|QU| ¥R 8 |
Projectz Tree File System \kﬁegistry\kEn\rironment Variables \kSem'ces \@\
aﬂcﬁverjeds I__I'Eﬂ" “e# File System Actions 2 %EB| @'|
= Nane
Ll T r
Ready Clip Board: N
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Rename Project

To rename a project in EM CO M S| Package Builder perform the following steps:

1. Select the project you warnt to rename in a Projects Tree.

2. Right click the project and select Rename Project from the pop-up menu or select Rename Project menu item
under Project application menu.

(51 EMCO MSI Package Builder Enterpris [P )
File Edit Wew | Project | Instalaton Monitoring Options Live Update Help
MSI1 Packa Lk of an Eye
Use the Live Mg or to build professional M5| packages fast and easy.
5 W | e i &g ;e-":-'.e'- s-sj': File Links
Projects Tree : A G e e System \kﬂegistry\kEnvironment Variables \kSem'ces \@\
a Active Project _ S # File System Actions 3 %E_h@| @-|
.- = - Mame
| Rename Project... |
Xl Delete Project
] I b
Ready Clip Board: N

3. Rename Project dialog appears on the screen.
4. Typeinnew project name in the Name field.

r '
Rename Project g
Enter the new project name u .

The project name will be changed to the specified one. .n

Mame: Mew Mame Project

L

5. Press Ok button.
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6. Thiswill rename the selected project.
) EMCO MS! Packege Builder En

File Edit Wew Project Installaton Monitoring Options Lwve Update Help

Ceny

- - - | )
MSI| Packages Creation in the Wink of an Eye w
Use the Live Monitoring technology or intuitive visual editor to build professional MS| packages fast and easy. ‘
A IEL TR |
Projectz Tree File System \kﬁegistry\kEn\rironment Variables \kSem'ces \@\
aﬂcﬁverjeds I__I'Eﬂ" “e# File System Actions 2 %EB| @'|
= Name
Ll T r
Ready Clip Board: N
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Delete Project

To delete a project in EM CO M S| Package Builder perform the following steps:
1. Select the project you warnt to delete in a Projects Tree.

2. Right click the project and select Delete Project from the pop-up menu or select Delete Project menu item
under Project application menu.

.-'I - 1
5 EMCO MSI Package Builder Enterpris _!#]
File Edit Wew | Project | Instalaton Monitoring Options Live Update Help
MSI1 Packa Lk of an Eye
Use the Live Mg or to build professional M5| packages fast and easy.
25 W | e o o emove M __j' e Links
Projects Tree : - Cuetar Enldare e System \kﬂegistry\kEnvironment Variables \kSem'ces \@\
a Active Project _’ - ¢ File System Actions 2 % & [z | @ - |
_"] = _ _ N
’ m Rename Project... ams
|X Delete Project |
] I b
Ready Clip Board: N

3. A corfirmation dialog appears on the screen.

i B
Delete Project u

9 ] Are you sure you wart to delete the following project: "Mew Name Project™?
-

Lo Yes [ Mo

e A

4. PressYes button.
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5. Thiswill delete the selected project.

File Edit Wew Project Installaton Monitoring Options Lwve Update Help

MSI| Packages Creation in the Wink of an Eye
Use the Live Monitoring technology or intuitive visual editor to build professional MS| packages fast and easy.

ALL|QU| % @ |

Projectz Tree File System \kﬁegistry\kEn\rironment Variables \kSem'ces \@\

a Active Projects I__I = E’ﬂ' || =s= File System Actions

MName

(LI L3

Ready

Clip Board: N
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1. Select the project you wart to close from the Projects Tree.
2. Select Close Project... menu item from the Project Tree viewer context menu or under File application menu.

Mew

29 EMCO MSI Package Builder Enterpri:

FEile | Edit Wew Project Installation Monitoring Options Live Update Help

in the Wink of an Eve

intuitive wisual editor to build professional M5| packages fast and easy.

Decompile MSI Package. ..

! | Open Project... Ctrl4+0
Close Project |
Close All Projects

4| Project Wizard Ctrl+w
i5 Create MSIPackage... F7

F&

Exit

s

File System \kﬂegistry\l\Emrimnment Variables \I\Senn'ces \@\

9 w7 EFEL || =s File System Actions

Mame

Gaalz B-[EE

¢

| Ready

Clip Board: H
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3. Thiswill close the selected project.
) EMCO MS! Packege Builder En

File Edit Wew Project Installaton Monitoring Options Lwve Update Help

Ceny

- - - | )
MSI| Packages Creation in the Wink of an Eye w
Use the Live Monitoring technology or intuitive visual editor to build professional MS| packages fast and easy. ‘
AL|QU| ¥R 8 |
Projectz Tree File System \kﬁegistry\kEn\rironment Variables \kSem'ces \@\
aﬂcﬁverjeds I__I'Eﬂ" “e# File System Actions ﬁ%@@| @'|
MName
Ll T r
Ready Clip Board: N
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Installations Actions
4 Add Ingtdlation

4 Rename Installation

A Delete Installation

Add Installation

To add a new installation in EM CO M S| Package Builder perform the following steps:

1. Right click the project you want to add installation to from the Projects Tree and select New Installation menu
item from the pop-up menu.

%) EMCO MSI Package Builder Enterpr =T
Eile | Edit Wiew Project Instalaton Monitoring Options Live Update Help

| New | | Project... Cirl+ =
.| OpenProject... Ctrl+0 | Installation... S| packages fast and easy. ﬂ

)

Close Project ystem Folder...

Close All Projects

Iid

Environment Variables \kSenn'ces \@\

f=)

mn 1 |L__J L
=l
o

Project Wizard Ctrl+w

Bl k- [(DE

m

=

Create M5I Package... F7

o Mame
Decompile MSI Package...  F8 Shortcut...

Exit

] m »
| Ready Clip Board: 4
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2. Create New Ingtallation dialog appears on the screen.
3. Type aninstallation name in the Name field.

r T
I3 Create New Installation u
Enter the installation name u .

The installation will be created with the specified name. .n

MName: Mew Installation

L A

4. Press Ok button.
5. Thiswill create new installation and it will appear in the Projects Tree.

(550 EMCO MSI Package Builder Enterpris

File Edit Wew Project Installaton Monitoring Options Live Update Help

MSI| Packages Creation in the Wink of an Eye
Use the Live Monitoring technology or intuitive visual editor to build professional MSI packages fast and easy.

F|lQu| ¥ @ |

Projectz Tree File System \kHegistry\kEn\rironment Variables \kSem'ces \@\
G, Active Projects T]véé;“:v “s# File System Actions ﬁ %E_H@| @v|
EI;_] New Project Name
Y, oo
] T 3

| Ready (Clip Board: H
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Rename I nstallation

To rename an installation in EM CO M S| Package Builder perform the following steps:
1. Select the ingtallation you want to rename in the Projects Tree.

2. Right click the selected installation and select Rename I nstallation menu item from the pop-up menu. Alternately
you can select Rename | nstallation item under | nstallation main menu.

(%5 EMCO MSI Package Builder Enterpris

File Edit Wew Project

MSI| Packages C

Use the Live Monitoring te| e

20 O U 33

[ . ~
Frepare Installaton
A

é?i Remove Missing File Links

Rall All System Folders

Projectz Tree

!_g; Active Projects
-4 | MNew Project

{Eég MNew Installation

Unroll All System Folders

[E=SEE)

sl

Instalation | Monitoring  Options  Live Update  Help

n Eye
professional M5| packages fast and easy.

Import

Hegistry\kEn\rironment Variahles \kSem'ces \@\

em Actions

BRE B-|(WE

MName

| Rename Installation. ..

X

Delete Installation

4 1 [

Ready
3. Rename dialog appears on the screen.

Clip Board: N

4. Typeinnew indtallation name in the New Name field.

-
Rename Installation

Enter the new installation name
The installation name wil be changed to the specified one.

MName: MNew Mame Installation

L

5. Press Ok button.
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6. This will rename the selected installation.
|EMCO M Package Builder En

File Edit Wew Project Installaton Monitoring Options Lwve Update Help

Ceny

- - - | )
MSI| Packages Creation in the Wink of an Eye w
Use the Live Monitoring technology or intuitive visual editor to build professional MS| packages fast and easy. ‘
A IEL TR |
Projectz Tree File System \kﬁegistry\kEn\rironment Variables \kSem'ces \@\
aﬂcﬁverjeds I__I'Eﬂ" “e# File System Actions ﬁ%@@| @'|
Ell—_l Mew Project MName
é% New MName Installation
1 m b
Ready Clip Board: N
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Delete I nstallation

To delete aninstallation in EM CO M S| Package Builder perform the following steps:
1. Select the installation you want to delete in the Projects Tree.

2. Right click the selected installation and select Delete Installation menu item from the pop-up menu. Alternately
you can select Delete | nstallation item under I nstallation main menu.

(%5 EMCO MSI Package Builder Enterpris

File Edit Wew Project

MSI| Packages C

Use the Live Monitoring te|

20 O U 33

Projectz Tree

Installation | Monitoring

W

L7

Options

Rall All System Folders
Unroll All System Folders

[E=SEE)

sl

Live Update Help

n Eye
professional M5| packages fast and easy.

Hegistry\kEn\rironment Variahles \kSem'ces \@\

BRE B-|(WE

!_g; Active Projects em Actions
- Import 3
EI"'I_] Mew Project Name
Eg Mew Mame Instal Rename Installation. ..
” % Delete Installation
] T 3

Ready

Clip Board: N

3. A corfirmation dialog appears on the screen.

-

Delete Installation

2]

\?f) Installation?

Are you sure you wart to delete the following installation: "New Name

L

4. Press Y es button.
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5. Thiswill delete the selected installation.
' EMCO MSI Package Builder En

File Edit Wew Project Installaton Monitoring Options Lwve Update Help

Ceny

- - - | )
MSI| Packages Creation in the Wink of an Eye w
Use the Live Monitoring technology or intuitive visual editor to build professional MS| packages fast and easy. ‘
AL|QU| ¥R 8 |
Projectz Tree File System \kﬁegistry\kEn\rironment Variables \kSem'ces \@\
aﬂcﬁverjeds I__I'Eﬂ" “e# File System Actions 2 %EB| @'|
= Nane
Ll T r
Ready Clip Board: N
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Capture Data from an Existing MSI Installation
Let's begin with capturing data from an existing installation.

To capture data from an installation in EM CO M S| Package Builder perform the following steps:
1. Click Start Monitor Icon shown button located in the tool bar.

(550 EMCO MSI Package Builder Enterpris

File Edit Wew Project Installaton Monitoring

Options  Live Update Help

MSI| Packages Creation in the Wink of an Eye
Use the Live Monitoring technology or intuitive visual editor to build professional MSI packages fast and easy.

ZL|[Q0| # & #

sl

Projectz Tree

G, Active Projects

i~ @~

File System \kHegistry\kEn\rironment Variables \kSem'ces \@\

=g# File System Actions

Name

BhRal B-|(@E

»

| Ready

(Clip Board: H

[ R )
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2. New Project Name dialog appears on the screen.
3. Typeinthe name of your new project in the New Name field.

" R T AT — ™
53 Project Wizard -
. roje iza d u
Monitoring Project Details u .
The project will be created with the specified name. .n

Specify a name of the new project.
Mame: Mew Project

L ey

4. Press Ok button.
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5. Runthe installation you warnt to capture data from.
6. After you finish with your installation click Stop Monitor button located in the tool bar.

(55} EMCO MSI Package Builder Enterpr [
File Edit WVew Project Installaion Monitoring Options Live Update Help
MSI Packages Creation in the Wink of an Eye
Use the Live Monitoring technology or intuitive visual editor to build professional MSI packages fast and easy.

# 1| OlQ] # | & |

Projects Tree File System \kﬂegistry\kEnvironment Variables \kSenn'ces \@\

aﬂd.iveF‘mjeds r]'a‘f' “e# File System Actions ﬁ%@@| @v|

MName
Ll 1 ¥

Ready Clip Board: H
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7. The captured information will appear under the project node.

File Edit Wew Project Installaton Monitoring Options Lwve Update Help

MSI| Packages Creation in the Wink of an Eye
Use the Live Monitoring technology or intuitive visual editor to build professional MS| packages fast and easy.

ALL|QU|#%| @ |

Projectz Tree File System \kﬁegistry\kEn\rironment Variables \kSem'ces \@\

a Active Projects I__I = E’ﬂ' || =s= File System Actions

MName

MsMpEng exe
w plugin-contain

3

Ready

Clip Board: N

emcosoftware.com © Copyright 2001-2012 EMCO Software



http://emcosoftware.com/

M c O Knowledgebase Article

SOFTWARE

Capture Data from an Existing MSI Installation | 25

8. Keep the required items and remove the rest.
/ EMCO MS] Package Builder Enterpr

File Edit Wew Project Installaton Monitoring Options Lwve Update Help

MSI| Packages Creation in the Wink of an Eye
Use the Live Monitoring technology or intuitive visual editor to build professional MS| packages fast and easy.

AL|QU| ¥ & |

Projectz Tree File System \kﬂegistry\kEnvironment Variables \kSem'ces \@\
aﬂcﬁverjeds r]'a‘f' “e# File System Actions ﬁ%@@| @'|
Eir] MNew Project MName
L5 explorer exe
Services
1 m b

Ready Clip Board: N
Now you have the required information about your installation.
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Prepare Installation
Before we are able to build M SI installation we need to prepare installation.

To prepare installation in EM CO M Sl Package Builder perform the following steps:

1. After you have captured the required data from an existing installation click Prepare Installation menu item under
I nstallation menu.

EMCO MSI Package Builder

File Edit Wew Project

Installation | Monitoring Options  Live Update  Help

b ;- Erepare Instalation
MSI Packages CMJ : = | Eve
Use the Live Monitoring te| gz 22 sl i A= professional MS| packages fast and sasy.
Rl e Micing File [ in
: . . @&l Remove Missing File Links
2| QU #3
Rall All System Falders
Projects Tree Uniroll Al System Folders Hegistry\kEnvironment Variables \kSem'ces \@\
aﬂcﬂverjects — em Actions (] %E@| @-|
. Import
=4 | New Project Name
"’ explorer exe Rename Installation... dao
g W Delete Installation
Legad services
] T 3
| | Ready Clip Board: H

2. Thiswill start preparing the installations.

3. Now you have successfully prepared your installation files.
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Build MSI Package
Now we will build MSI Package using the informetion we captured in the previous section.

To build M SI Package in EM CO M SI Package, perform the following steps:
1. After you have prepared your ingtallation click Create M SI Package button located in the tool bar.

File Edit Wew Project Installaton Monitoring Options Live Update Help

MSI| Packages Creation in the Wink of an Eye
Use the Live Monitoring technology or intuitive visual editor to build professional MSI packages fast and easy.

#0] 0 0| % %@ |

Projectz Tree File System \kHegistry\kEn\rironment Variables \kSem'ces \@\
G, Active Projects T]véé;“:v “s# File System Actions ﬁ %E_H@| @v|
EI;_] :‘JEW Project - C: Name

; explorer.exe 4 Windows

Lbit services

] T b
| Create M5 package (Clip Board: H
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Build MSI Package

Create M S| dialog box will appear on the screen.

Type in the name of the file in File Name field.

Select the language for your installation.

Fill other general information, support informetion and summeary information.

If you want to reboot machines after the M Sl installation, check the Reboot after M SI installation option.

-
Project Wizard —

[E=X

MSI Package Attributes

Specify a path to save the resulting M5 package to and the attributes to be applied to this
package.

|y
[ gl

General \I\GLIIDS & Upgrade \kﬂun Actions \kSuppurt Irf \kSummar'_f Irfo \unstallatiun Cptions

File Mame: C\MNew Project msi

Mame: Mew Project Platform:

Manufacturer:  EMCO lcon:

Browse ..

Load
language: | Engiish (United States) v| Version: 1.0.0.0
@ Install M5! to Cumert User Show in Add/Remove Programs:
(70 Install MS1to All Users [Gmaated M5 anhy -
&P Toinstall MSI generated with "Install to Al ) ]
IJsers" option enabled you should have ("] Reboot after MSI installation
administrative rights.
Previous ’ Mesdt = ] E Finish ” Cancel ]

L

Press Finish button.
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8. Thiswill start creating MS! installation.

i
File Edit Wew Project Installaton Monitoring Options Lwve Update Help

MSI| Packages Creation in the Wink of an Eye @

Use the Live Monitoring technology or intuitive visual editor to build professional MS| packages fast and easy.

AU Q0| %% @ |

Projectz Tree File System \kﬂegistry\kEnvironment Variables \kSem'ces \@\
aﬂcﬁverjeds r]'a‘f' “e# File System Actions 2 %EB| @'|
=4 | Mew Project - C: Name

H &

E explorer.exe 4 Windows

LAt services

1 m b
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9. Thiswill create you installation and save it to the specified location.
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